30O                     THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND.
" Well, we must look out for them," replied Pencroft
However, the snow soon disappeared, quickSy dissolving
under the influence of the rising temperature Rain fell,
and the sheet of white soon vanished. Notwithstanding
the bad weather, the settlers renewed their stores of dif-
ferent things, stone-pine almonds, rhizomes, syrup from
the maple-tree, for the vegetable part; rabbits from the
warren, agouties, and kangaroos for the animal part* This
necessitated several excursions into the forest, and they
found that a great number of trees had been blown down
by the last hurricane. Pencroft and Neb also pushed with
the cart as far as the vein of coal, and brought back
several tons of fuel. They saw in passing that the pottery
kiln had been severely damaged by the wind, at least six
feet of it having been blown off.
At the same time as the coal, the store of wood was
renewed at Granite House, and they profited by the
current of the Mercy having again become free, to float
down several rafts. They could see that the cold period
was not ended.
A visit was also paid to the Chimneys, and the settlers
could not but congratulate themselves on not having been
living there during the hurricane. The sea had left un-
questionable traces of its ravages. Sweeping over the islet^
it had furiously assailed the passages, half filling them
with sand, while thick beds of sea-weed covered th*